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A u g u s t 17, 1999 -
The purpo s e o f this meeting was to discuss EPA's p r o p o s e d responses to comments on the d r a f t
p r o j e c t p l a n for the Pilo t S c a l e S o i l Characterization S t u d y . The meeting was requested by the
working group on August 5, 1999.
Meet ing Summary
EPA provided a general summary of the f o l l o w i n g m a j o r m o d i f i c a t i o n s to the plan:
1. S o i l s having "intermediate levels" of arsenic ( d e f i n e d as l eve l s between 150 parts per million
( p p m ) and 450 p p m ) have been added to the study.
2. S t u d y ob j e c t ive hypothese s have been deve l oped for the consideration of the soils with
"intermediate levels" of arsenic. The s e new hypothe s e s were provided to the subgroup and are
attached. .
3. The Standard Operating Procedures for metal spec ia t ion have been revised to include the
addi t i onal metals indium, thallium, mercury, and selenium.
4. Characterization of the compos i t e sampl e which will be used in the relative bioavailabi l i ty
(RBA) study is no longer a part of this p i l o t study. EPA considers that the characterization of this
s ampl e is more a p p r o p r i a t e l y done as part of the RBA study and this work will be described in the
RBA p r o j e c t plan.
The f o l l o w i n g addi t ional m o d i f i c a t i o n s were discus sed by the group and resolved as f o l l o w s :
EPA agreed to add antimony to the li s t of metals sp e c ia t ed .
The method of characterizing per l i t e was discussed and s tereomicroscopy was recommended by
Asarco. A f t e r f ur ther researching this method, EPA will use polarized light microscopy and will
include an SOP in the f inal p r o j e c t plan.
At the group's suggestion, EPA will obtain p h o t o g r a p h s of the electron microscopy analyses.
The S t a t e requested addi t ional in format ion to s u p p o r t the s tatements in the p r o j e c t p lan regarding
lead co-occurrence with arsenic. EPA agreed. The group was provided a copy of the result s of a
metals correlation analysis
The s tudy ob j e c t ive hypo the s e s s tate that the c onc lu s i on if the null h y p o t h e s i s i s not r e j e c t e d is
"Data c o l l e c t ed f r o m the phys ical characteris t ics measured in s o i l s are not s u f f i c i e n t to s o l e l y
discern if bulk soil transport is a contaminat ion p a t h w a y to the V B I 7 0 site." T h i s language was
m o d i f i e d to, " s u f f i c i e n t for use in source at tr ibut ion".



EPA will provide summary s ta t i s t i c s of the results of residential soil sampl ing at the S a n d y
S m e l t e r s and Murray S m e l t e r sites in Salt Lake City, Utah.
EPA will include a site soil sample which has been cer t i f i ed at very low (< 10 p p m ) arsenic l ev e l s
in this study.


